
 

Reported by Fortina Kazembe 

Community Consultative Group (CCG) meeting at Kasungu Boma  

There has been a successful decline in ART defaulters from 

1,138 in ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ quarter to 757 in the current quarter 

at health facilities the Citizen Science-Community Led Mon-

itoring and Advocay (CS-CLMA) project is working in 

Kasungu District a development which agrees with the Na-

tional Strategic Plan 2020-2025 (NSP 2020-25) in which it 

is asking for an improvement in ART retention and adher-

ence among adults, adolescents, and children. 

In her presentation of the findings at the Community Con-

sultative Group (CCG) meeting that brought together 15 

representatives from related government departments 

such as health facilities, Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), 

International Partners based at district level, People Living 

with HIV (PLHIV) and key populations the Monitoring and 

Evaluation (M & E) Officer Tayana Tembo from the Malawi 

Network of Religious Leaders Living With or Personally Af-

fected by HIV (MANERELA+) on 22nd June, 2023 at Kasun-

gu Boma pointed out that the success was aŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ along-

side some challenges. 

“Long distance to the health facilities, unreported transfers 

by clients, individual reasons linked to forgetfulness of refill 

appointments, patient fatigue to continue medication, per-

ceived self-stigma ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻǘ wanting to be seen accessing 

ARVs and financial barriers related to costs incurred to ac-

cess ARVǎ,” cited the M & E Officer as some of the factors 

contributing to defaulting ƛƴ ART. 



The CCG is an initiative of the CS-

CLMA project which is jointly being 

implemented by the MANERELA and 

Network of Journalists Living with HIV 

(JONEHA). The project gets its funding 

from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-

dation through the International Treat-

ment Preparedness Coalition (ITPC). 

The CS-CLMA is being implemented in 

Kasungu and Dedza at 14 facilities.  

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ

ǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ t9tC!w 

/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴ нлно ό/ht ноύ 

ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōȅ [ŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǘƻƴΣ нлнм ƻƴ 

tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ !w¢ ŦŀŎƛƭƛπ

ǝŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ t[IL± ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǝƳŜ 

ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

ŀƴ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ нлтΣллл t[IL± ǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ 

ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ сл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ 

!w¢ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ тпΣллл t[IL± ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ 

ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ фл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 

ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ !w¢ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ /ht но ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘƛƴƎ t9tC!w ǘƻ 

ǎŎŀƭŜ ǳǇ ¢Ґ¢ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀπ

ǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

!w¢ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !w¢ tƛŎƪ ǳǇ 

Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Lt ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎ ǘƻπ

ǿŀǊŘǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 5ƛũŜǊŜƴǝŀǘŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 5Ŝπ

ƭƛǾŜǊȅ ό5{5ύ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜ 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !w¢ DǊƻǳǇǎΦ 

¦ƴŘŜǘŜŎǘŀōƭŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭǎ ¦ƴǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǧŀōƭŜ ¦Ґ¦ 

ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ¢ƛȊƛǊƻƳōƻ ǘƻŎƘπ

ŜǇŀ Ґ ¢ƘŀƴȊƛ ό¢Ґ¢ύΦ 

¢ƘŜ b{t ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ !w¢ 

ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŜƴǝƻƴ 

ƛƴ ŎŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊƛ- ǳǊōŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀπ

ǝƻƴΣ ƳŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΥ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ мΣлмрΣллл ǇŜƻπ

ǇƭŜ ƻƴ !w¢ ōȅ нлнрΣ  ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇŀŜŘƛŀǘǊƛπ

Ŏƛŀƴǎ !w¢ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ су҈ ǘƻ ур҈ ŀƴŘ  

ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǘŜƴǝƻƴ ƛƴ IL± ŎŀǊŜ ŀǘ мн 

ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŦǊƻƳ тн҈ ƛƴ нлмф ǘƻ ур҈ ƛƴ нлнрΦ     

¢ƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ IL± ŀƴŘ !L5{ tƻƭƛŎȅ нлнн-

нлнт ƛƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ м ƛǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǳǇǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ !w¢Σ {¢LΣ ¢. 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ ōȅ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ 

ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŜƴǝƻƴ ƛƴ 

ŎŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ t[IL±Φ   


